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The astonished ambassador asked if the Emperor wished
him to convey this message to the Tsar. The Emperor
said that he did, and added: * I have already given him
this assurance more than once.' x

That was the case, for in the spring of 1895- he had
written to him : ' I shall certainly do all in my power to
keep Europe quiet and also guard the rear of Russia so
that nobody shall hamper your action towards the Far
East/ 2 He must also have repeated this encouragement
quite lately, for the Tsar, immediately after the three
reverses in December, instructed Sir Charles Scott, British
Ambassador in St. Petersburg, to assure the Queen that
' he was animated by the most friendly feelings to us in
this hour of trial, and that nothing was further from his
thoughts than to take any advantage of our difficulties,
or to countenance any step likely to increase them. He
begged Her Majesty's Government to discredit entirely
any reports of Russian projects likely to conflict in any
way with our interests.' 3 This message from the Tsar
to the British Government points with certainty and
precision to his having received further suggestions from
the Emperor to embarrass England in the East. The Tsar
wrote privately to the Queen as well, and from the tone
of his message to her through the Government we may
conjecture what he had to say.

As far as the Tsar then was concerned the Emperor's
diplomacy (whatever was its ultimate object) had not
been fruitful, and a further discomfiture awaited it.
Count Osten-Sacken duly transmitted this New Year
greeting to the Russian Foreign Minister, Count Muravieff,
who circulated it among1 other Russian' ambassadors,

1 Lee, King Edward VII, i. p. 763.                   2  Wify-Nicty letters, p. 10.
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